
Moses sends 12 spies 

Numbers 13:1-14:45 
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 The Israelites had been traveling for quite some 

time and had finally reached the Promised Land.  

Before they went in God talked to Moses and said, 

“Choose 12 men, one from each tribe to spy out the 

land and report back to you.” 

 

 Moses picked out 12 men and made sure one of 

them was his trusted helper Joshua. 

 

 “Scout out the land, find out how many cities 

there are, what types they are.  How many farms are 

there?”  The spies listened to Moses and nodded. 
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 They traveled out and were amazed.  There were 

more apples than they could ever eat, and the 

bunches of grapes were so large it took two men to 

carry one. 

 

 Another spy saw giants!  They were seven feet 

tall, and looked incredibly strong. 

 

 Some of the spies went to the cities, and 

discovered that one of the cities had walls so thick a 

chariot could drive across the top of it. 
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 The spies returned with some fruit from the land 

and reported their finds. 

 

 Most of the spies kept talking over and over 

about how big the men were and how strong the 

cities are.  “I don’t think we can do this,” he said, 

“Maybe we should just go back to Egypt.” 

 

 The more the spies talked the less ready the 

Israelites were to go in and take the land as God had 

commanded. 

 

 Finally Caleb could take it no more, “Remember 

WHO is for us.  If God is for us, how do you expect 

them to win?”  Joshua nodded his head in 

agreement.  “The land is as rich as God promised.”
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 The other ten spies went back to the crowds and 

continued to grumble about the land.  “How will we 

take this?” 

 

 “No one could defeat those cities, they’re too 

well protected!” 

 

 “We should have stayed in Egypt.  We’re all 

going to die here!” they complained. 

 

 Meanwhile Joshua and Caleb went to talk it over 

with Moses and Aaron. 
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 “God has led us to a good land.  The farms are 

thriving and it will be a good place for our flocks.  It 

will be hard to take the land.  The cities are well 

protected and many of the men we saw were very 

tall and strong,” Joshua said, “But, we have God on 

our side, with Him there is no way we can fail.” 

 

 Moses listened and nodded his head, but the 

Israelites came up and demanded they go back to 

Egypt. 

 

 Joshua pleaded and begged them to go into the 

land, but they would not listen.  The Israelites were 

ready to kill Joshua, Aaron, Moses, and Caleb and 

run away. 

 

 Then God intervened, His glory appeared and 

stopped them, “Tell me why I shouldn’t kill these 

stubborn and stiff-necked people?”  God asked. 

 

 “Because it will prove Egypt right if you kill 

them now,” answered Moses.
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 God relented again and did not destroy the 

Israelites, “I will not kill you, but no one who 

witnessed My miracles and continues to doubt will 

enter the Promised Land.  You have tested me over 

and over, and I am done with you.”  Then God spoke 

to Moses and Aaron, “How long will they complain?  

They will wander for 40 years, one year for each day 

the spies were in the land.” 

 

 Moses told the Israelites all that God had said, 

and they instantly said, “We will go and do what 

God has said.” 

 

 Moses shook his head, “It doesn’t work that way.  

There are consequences to sin, and these are yours.” 

 

 They did not listen and they went in to the 

Promised Land and tried to take it, but they lost and 

were chased out of the land. 

 

 Finally they admitted God was right and turned 

around to wander the desert for 40 years.
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Questions 

 

Younger Kids 

1. How many spies did Moses send?  How did he 

choose them? 

2. What did the spies find?  Was the Promised 

Land all God has said?  Did God keep His 

promise of a good land? 

3. What was the Israelites response to the spies’ 

report?  Did they trust God? 

4. Who wanted to trust God? 

 

Middle Kids 

1. Why did Moses send the 12 spies?  Read 

Numbers 13:1-2. 

2. What was the purpose of spying?  Read 

Numbers 13:17-18. 

3. Read Numbers 13:28, 32-33.  What changed in 

their report of the people living there?  Have 

you ever exaggerated to try and get something 

you want? 

4. Read Numbers 14:2-3.  Where the Israelites 

said this before? 
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5. What stops the Israelites from killing Moses 

and Aaron? Read Numbers 14:10.  Why do you 

think God waited until then? 

6. Read Numbers 14:41-43.  How many times did 

Moses warn the people what would happen?  

Did they listen?  What happened when they 

attacked?  Read Numbers 14:45. 

 

Older Guys 

1. Read Numbers 13:26.  How did the spies act 

after they reported to Moses?  How should you 

act when you disagree with authorities? 

2. What type of information did they give to the 

people?  Read Numbers 13:28-29. 

3. Read Number 14:1-4.  Who did the Israelites 

listen to?  Do they trust God?  How can you 

avoid the trap they have fallen into? 

4. Read Numbers 13:30, Numbers 13:6, and 

Genesis 49:9.  How is Caleb living out the 

prophecy Jacob gave for the tribe of Judah (yes 

I know it is not primarily applying to him). 

5. How do you respond to supposed trials?  Read 

Numbers 14:1-4 again.  How did Israel 

respond? 
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6. Read Numbers 14:39-45.  As you read this 

passage look at it as a parent.  What do the 

Israelites make you think of?  How often do 

you as a parent lose patience with the children 

you’re responsible for? 

 

Activities 

1. Make binoculars out of 2 toilet paper rolls to 

“spy” on the Promised Land. 

2. Divide into two teams, and try to sneak up and 

spy on the other team without them knowing 

about it. 

 

Online 

1. Make pom pom grapes-
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2010/01/twelve-

spies.html 
2. Several game ideas-http://missionbibleclass.org/old-

testament-stories/exodus-through-12-spies/twelve-tribes-and-

twelve-spies/ 
3. Online games-http://gardenofpraise.com/bibl10s.htm 

4. Game board with questions-
http://sundayschoolsources.com/lessons/OT/Exodus/twelvespie

s.htm 
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