the Man who Would be King?

Gideon,

Judges 6:1-8:35







Again Israel forgot God and all He had done.
God handed the Israelites over to the surrounding
kings. For seven years the Midianites attacked the
Israelite towns and their crops. They would attack
in harvest time, taking the Israelites food.

Finally they cried out to God, “Please save us!”

God loved His people, so He devised a plan.
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The Angel of the Lord came for Gideon while he
was threshing grain in hiding.

“God is with you Mighty Warrior.” Gideon
looked around confused who he was talking to.

“If God is with us than why did this happen?
Where are the wonders our parents talk about?”
Gideon demanded.

The Angel of the Lord answered, “Go and deliver
Israel. Am | not sending you?”

“How will I do this? | am from Manasseh, the
weakest family of Manasseh, and | am the weakest
of all of my family.”

“I will be with you. You will strike down
Midian.”
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A thought struck Gideon, “Stay here, if you truly
mean this, then let me get food. Stay here until |
get back.”

The Lord said, “I will stay.”

Gideon went and prepared a meal. He baked
bread, cooked soup, and brought it all back.

“Take the meat and unleavened bread, put it on
this stone and pour broth on it,” the angel said.

Gideon did as instructed. The Angel of the Lord
touched the offering with His staff and the food all
burned up. When the smoke cleared, Gideon saw
he was alone again.

“Woe is me! | have seen the Angel of the Lord.”

But God spoke to Gideon and calmed him down,
“Do not fear.”






That night God told Gideon, “Destroy your
father’s idols and make an offering to me.”

Gideon heard this and was afraid. So he waited
until midnight and took 10 servants with him to
destroy the idol.

The next day the rest of the people discovered
the destroyed idol and wanted to kill Gideon for
destroying their idol. But Gideon’s Dad said, “If Baal
is the one wronged, he should punish Gideon.”






Gideon started to gather God’s army, but he
was still unsure. “God, if this is really what | should
do then make this fleece wet and the ground dry,”
Gideon prayed.

The next morning Gideon wrung out the fleece
and filled the whole bowl! with water, but he was
still unsure. “Okay, God | know | said the fleece
should be wet, but how about this time you make
the fleece dry and the ground wet?”

It happened just like Gideon prayed. So Gideon
went out and gathered an army of 32,000 men.
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Gideon looked out over his army, God said,
“Gideon your army is too big. Tell anyone who is
afraid to go home.”

Gideon did and his army went from 32,000 to
10,000.

Again God said, “The army is too big. Take the
men and have them drink. If they lap water like a
dog send them home. If they bring the water to
their mouth keep them.”

Another 9,700 went home. “With these 300
men | will deliver Israel,” God said. Gideon looked
at his small army and wondered how God would do
this.
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That night God said to Gideon, “Go into the
enemy camp, for you will win tonight, but if you are
afraid go in and listen to what they are saying.”

Gideon snuck up on two men talking. The first
said, “I had this weird dream last night. A loaf of
bread rolled into our camp and knocked over all our
tents.”

The second man leaned back and said, “That
was obviously Gideon. God has doomed us all.”

Gideon heard all of this and thanked God for the
encouragement.
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He returned to the army and divided them into
3 groups and gave each man a jar, a trumpet, and a
torch.

“Watch what | do. When | break my jar, you do
the same and blow you your horn. Then yell as loud
as you can, “The Sword of the Lord and of Gideon!”

Gideon took his 100 men and waited outside the

camp. In the dead of the night, they broke their jars
and blew their horns.
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The Midianites awoke in a panic and seized their
weapons. In their terror they started to kill each
other. Gideon won the first battle without drawing
a single sword. Excited Gideon and his army
pursued the enemy.

Gideon’s army was tired after chasing the
Midianites for several days. He went to Succoth to
ask them for help. They looked at him like he was
crazy.

Then he went to Penuel and they too refused to
help.

Gideon left shaking the dust off his feet and
said, “l will punish you for failing to help God’s
army.” When he finally won, Gideon went back to
those cities and punished them for not helping
God’s chosen army.
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All of Israel gathered to celebrate Gideon’s great
victory. “Gideon become our king and your children
will rule after you,” they begged.

Gideon refused, but asked for gold from the
loot. He took the gold and made it into an ephod to
worship God.

Then the Israelites worshipped the ephod
Gideon made.

There was peace while Gideon lived, but Israel
did not follow God. Gideon grew old and had many

wives and many sons and daughters.

When Gideon died the Israelites forgot all about
God and worshipped the Baals again.
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Questions

Younger Kids

e wNhe

Was Gideon strong?

Who did Gideon send home from his army?
How did God encourage Gideon?

What did his soldiers use to fight?

What did Gideon do wrong at the end of his
life?

Middle Kids

1.

Did Gideon believe God when he was first
called? Read Judges 6:12-13. Is it wrong to
guestion God?

. Read Judges 6:25-27. Did Gideon obey God?
. Read Judges 7:13-15. What is Gideon’s

response to the dream?

Read Judges 8:1-3. How did Gideon respond to
their accusation?

Read Judges 8:27 and 30. Where did Gideon
go wrong?
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Older Guys

1.

Read Judges 6:12-18. What is Gideon’s initial
response to the announcement? Did God
chastise him for doubting?

. How much effort does Gideon put into his

offering? Read Judges 6:19. How much
thought do you put into your offering?

. Read Judges 6:25-28. What does God ask

Gideon to do? Did he obey? When did he
obey?

Did Gideon summon his army before or after
he tests God? Read Judges 6:33-40. Did he
show the people he’s leading his doubts?
Read Judges 8:6-7. Think about both parties,
Gideon and Succoth, is Succoth being stingy or
a good steward? Is Gideon being a leader and
challenging them or is he overstepping his
bounds?

Activities

1. Goin a dark room with a flashlight. Wait a

while then turn the light on. If you weren’t the
one holding the flashlight, how did you feel
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when it was turned on? Imagine how scared
the Mdianites were when the Israelites
smashed those jars and yelled so loud.

2. Thoroughly soak a wash cloth, then squeeze it
into a bowl. How much water did you get?

3. Make a torch to remind yourself that God can
use unexpected people for great things.
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Online

1. Gideon game board (scroll halfway down)-
http://sundayschoolsources.com/lessons/OT/J
udges/Gideon.htm

2. Gideon craft-
http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.co
m/2011/09/kids-in-word-gideon.html|

3. Gideon games and decoration ideas-
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/201
0/05/gideon-judge-of-israel.html

4. Bible story hour Gideon lesson-
http://biblestoryhour.blogspot.com/2009/05/u
nit-1-lesson-10-gideon.html
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