
Hezekiah follows God 
2 Kings 18:1-20:21 
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 After Rehoboam rebelled and the kingdom split, 
the kingdom of Judah continued.  Twelve kings had 
come and gone.  Many were good, but most were 
bad.. 
 
 Hezekiah was the grandson of a good king, 
Jotham.  His father however, had not followed God.  
Hezekiah followed hard after God and became a 
great man of prayer. 
 
 One morning Hezekiah went before God with a 
problem.  “Lord, we are paying a lot of money to 
Assyria.  They take our wealth.  I want to rebel 
against them, but I’m afraid.” 
 
 
 Hezekiah stopped and felt a peace come over 
him removing his fear.  “I understand God,” 
Hezekiah said.
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 Hezekiah left the room and called his advisors 
together.  “Here is our plan.  No longer will we send 
money to Assyria.  We will follow God and destroy 
the idols we have created.” 
 
 God blessed Hezekiah’s faithfulness and the 
Assyrians forgot about Judah for a while as they 
conquered the northern kingdom of Israel. 
 
 Eventually the old king of Assyria died and his 
son wanted to prove his strength, so he sent word 
to Judah to pay all the money they owed. 
 
 Hezekiah received the notice and became so 
worried he forgot to pray.  He went to the temple 
and took all of the gold treasures for God and gave 
them to Assyria.
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 But the Assyrian king was not satisfied.  He sent 
an army to surround Jerusalem. 
 
 The general stepped forward and said in a loud 
voice, “This is what the great king of Assyria says, 
‘Who are you trusting?  Your God?  Didn’t Hezekiah 
destroy your altars?  Why would your God protect 
you?  We have destroyed dozens of people counting 
on their gods to save them.  Do not let Hezekiah 
trick you into thinking you are safe.  Your God will 
not protect you.” 
 
 But the people of Jerusalem were silent and did 
not answer.  Hezekiah heard all of this he tore his 
clothes and started to pray. 
 
 As he finished praying word came from the 
prophet Isaiah, “Do not be afraid, God will send this 
upstart general home and he will die.”
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 Just as God had said, the Assyrians left.  The 
general got word of rebellion back home packed up 
to leave.  Before the general left he sent a final 
message, “I will conquer you.  Do not forget that.” 
 
 Hezekiah read the letter and forgot God’s 
promise.  He started to worry pacing back and forth, 
but then he stopped and went to God in prayer, “O 
Lord God, You alone are God and sovereign over all.  
Hear my prayer, this king mocks you.  He has 
destroyed many countries and we beg You to save 
us from them.” 
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 God heard Hezekiah’s prayer and sent Isaiah 
with His answer, “I have heard your prayer and here 
is my message to the Assyrians, ‘What I planned 
long ago will now come to pass.  I will put my hook 
in your nose and my bit in your mouth.  I will turn 
you back.   You will not come into My city or shoot 
an arrow here.  I WILL defend this city for My own 
sake, and for My servant David.” 
 
 
 That night the Angel of God came into the 
Assyrian camp and killed all of them.  The king of 
Assyria was killed back in Nineveh by a coup. 
 
 All of Jerusalem was amazed at what God had 
done.
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 Time passed and Judah prospered, but Hezekiah 
fell sick.  He languished in bed, and everyone was 
worried, would Hezekiah recover? 
 
 God sent Isaiah to Hezekiah, “God says ‘Set your 
house in order, for you will die in three days.’” 
 
 Isaiah left and Hezekiah prayed, “Lord, 
remember how I have worked for You.  I have 
striven to follow You as You commanded.” 
 
 Isaiah was almost out of the palace when God 
called him back to Hezekiah, “God says you will live 
for 15 more years.” 
 
 Hezekiah looked on at Isaiah in wonder.  “What 
sign will you give me to prove this?”
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 Isaiah answered, “Would you have the sun 
move forward or back 10 steps on the sun dial?” 
 
 Hezekiah said, “The sun always moves forward, 
so that would be no great miracle.  Have the sun 
move back 10 steps and I will know God has sent 
this.” 
 
 Hezekiah watched in amazement as the 
shadows shortened before him.   
 
 Hezekiah healed and began to rule over his 
country again. 
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 Envoys from Babylon, a neighboring kingdom, 
came to congratulate Hezekiah on recovering from 
his terrible illness. 
 
 Hezekiah greeted them happily and showed 
them around the palace and city.  Proudly he 
showed all Jerusalem had to offer, from the 
treasure houses to his armory. 
 
 The Babylonians left impressed at all Jerusalem 
had stored within it. 
 
 Hezekiah sat back in his throne thinking of the 
visit.  Isaiah came in and asked, “Where were your 
visitors from?” 
 
 “Oh, they came from Babylon, way up in the 
North.”  Hezekiah answered absently. 
 
 “What did you show them?” Isaiah queried. 
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 “Hmmm…..  Oh, I showed them everything.  
They were quite impressed.” 
 
 “You fool!”  Isaiah thundered.  “Hear the word 
of the Lord, ‘Behold, all that you have stored up, 
your treasures and fine clothes will be carried off to 
Babylon.  Nothing will be left.  Your sons will be 
enslaved in Babylon.” 
 
 Hezekiah looked down at his young son in 
surprise, then shrugged his shoulders “Well, at least 
we will have peace for a time.” 
 
 Hezekiah’s promised 15 years passed and he 
died.  His son, Manasseh, became king at 12 years 
old.  Manasseh was the worst king Judah had.  He 
worshipped idols and gave horrible sacrifices to 
them. 
 
 God’s anger burned against Judah, but He was 
merciful and did not punish them yet. 
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 Questions 
 
Younger Kids 
1.  What was Hezekiah’s first response to 

problems?  How do your parents respond to 
problems? 

2. What happened when Hezekiah acted without 
praying?  Can you think of important decisions 
that need prayer first? 

3. What do you think is going to happen because 
Hezekiah showed everything to Babylon? 

 
Middle Kids 
1.  Read 2 Kings 18:6-8.  What gave Hezekiah the 

bravery to do all of this?  How has trusting God 
made you bolder? 

2. Read 2 Kings 18:26.  Do Hezekiah’s servants 
trust God?  What keeps you from trusting God? 

3. Read 2 Kings 20:2.  What is Hezekiah’s’ 
immediate response to trouble?  What is your 
response? 
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Older Guys 
1.  Read 2 Kings 18:4.  Hezekiah destroyed the 

idols.  What things do you need to destroy? 
2. Read 2 Kings 19:14-16.  What does Hezekiah do 

when he gets the letter?  What does he tell and 
what does he ask for?  When the situation 
changes do you go to God again? 

3. Read 2 Kings 19:25.  Can you think of instances 
in your life that were clearly orchestrated by God? 

 
 
Activities 
1.  Hezekiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem and 

worked to strengthen the city.  Brainstorm ways 
you can strengthen your walk with God.  While 
you do that build city walls out of blocks to 
represent how you strengthen your walk. 

2. Hezekiah usually responded first to a problem 
with prayer.  Talk together about ways God has 
answered your prayers.  Then make a prayer 
journal to write down your prayer requests and be 
able to see how God has answered them. 
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Online 
1.  Hezekiah brings reform- http://ministry-to-

children.com/lesson-king-hezekiah-reform/# 
2. Hezekiah prays when attacked- http://ministry-

to-children.com/hezekiah-prays-lesson/ 
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