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 Back in Antioch, Saul was praying with Barnabas 
and the other teachers and preachers of the church.  
They worshipped God and asked for His guidance. 
 
 God’s voice came to them, “Set Saul and 
Barnabas apart for the work I have called them.” 
 
 The other teachers and preachers laid their 
hands on Saul and Barnabas and prayed for them 
before helping them prepare for their journey. 
 
 “Saul,” said one of the preachers, “As you are a 
Roman citizen you have a Roman name as well as a 
Hebrew name.  I think you should use your Roman 
name, Paul, when out among the Gentiles.” 
 
 Saul nodded in agreement with the advice, 
“Then I will be Paul in the Roman world.”
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 Paul and Barnabas sailed to Cyprus.  
They traveled all throughout the island of Cyprus 
and finally ended up at the city of Paphos. 
 
 There they started to preach in the synagogues, 
and were summoned to the Roman proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus. 
 
 As Paul and Barnabas walked up they saw a 
Jewish magician standing by the proconsul’s side.  
He started whispering in the proconsul’s ear as they 
walked up. 
 
 “Do not trust these men, they are going to tell 
you some nonsense, and you must ignore it or they 
will bewitch you,” the magician whispered. 
 
 Paul turned to the man and declared in a loud 
voice so all could hear, “You son of the devil, and 
enemy of God, would you dare to destroy God’s 
chosen instrument?”  
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 Silence descended in the room as everyone 
looked on in shock and horror as Paul marched 
forward. 
 
 “You would speak lies and poison your 
proconsul’s mind with your filth.  Therefore, the 
hand of the Lord is against you and you will be blind 
and unable to see.” 
 
 As Paul spoke the magician’s hands came up to 
his eyes, he turned blank eyes to the crowd and 
cried out, “What… what have you done to me?  I 
can’t see!” 
 
 The proconsul stood in amazement, and listened 
to all Paul had to say.  He believed the teaching of 
the Lord and began to follow God. 
 
 Paul and Barnabas stayed on for a while and 
taught all about God, then continued on to Perga in 
Pamphylia.  They continued on to Antioch in Pisidia.   
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 Saturday they went to the Jewish synagogue 
and preached to their fellow Jews.  The elders of the 
synagogue invited Paul and Barnabas to give any 
news of home. 
 
 Paul stood up and began to speak, “Men of 
Israel and those who fear God, we bring word.  God 
chose the Israelites and made them great in Egypt 
while slaves there.  God led them out of Egypt with 
His strong arm, and then led them for 40 years, 
before they were allowed to conquer the land of 
Canaan.  Then he gave them Judges until Samuel 
the prophet came.  They begged God for a king, and 
God gave them Saul for 40 years.  Finally God raised 
up David.  God looked at David and said, “This is a 
man after my own heart.  Of this man I will bring 
forth my Savior.”   
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 “Before God sent his savior, God sent John, and 
he baptized people in repentance, the entire time 
pointing to Jesus who would come.   
 
 
 Brothers, sons of Abraham, and those who fear 
God, this message of salvation has been sent to you.  
Your brothers in Jerusalem did not recognize the 
Good News God sent.  Each week they heard Jesus 
speak and their hearts were hardened.  They asked 
Pilate to have him executed.  Then they fulfilled 
what God had written through the prophet Isaiah, 
Jesus was laid in a tomb. 
 
 But God did not let Jesus stay there.  God raised 
him up, and he appeared to hundreds.  Now we 
bring you that Good News.  You see God foretold all 
of this, even David, great as he was is now dead, 
and he is still dead.  But Jesus lives, and because he 
lives you can have your sins forgiven.  Everyone who 
believes can have their sins forgiven.” 
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 Beware, lest you become the warning God told 
about in Habakkuk and do not see the Great 
Wonder God is creating.” 
 
 As Paul and Barnabas left, the elders begged for 
them to come back the next week and tell more.  
Many God-fearers and Jews followed Paul and 
Barnabas out of the synagogue and continued 
talking with them to find out more. 
 
 Many who followed believed, and were 
baptized.  Paul urged them to continue to learn 
more about God and His grace. 
 
 The next Saturday almost the entire town 
showed up to hear more about Jesus.  But the 
Jewish elders saw all of the crowds and were 
jealous.   
 
 Paul started to teach again, and as he spoke the 
elders would contradict him, and try to correct 
everything he said. 
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 Finally Paul spoke up, “We came to you first 
because God chose to work through the Israelites, 
but you have chosen not to listen.  You have chosen 
not to be worthy of God’s great gift, so we will now 
take this gift to the Gentiles.” 
 
 When the Gentiles heard this they were amazed 
and praised God with Paul and Barnabas. 
 
 But the Jews were still jealous, so they stirred up 
powerful people and Paul and Barnabas were 
thrown out of the province. 
 
 They traveled on to Iconium and again went to 
the Jews and were thrown out of the synagogue, 
and the believing Jews and the Gentiles listened 
eagerly, but the unbelieving Jews stirred up the 
government, and Paul and Barnabas were stoned. 
 
 So Paul and Barnabas traveled on and preached 
God’s word in Lystra. 
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 As they walked into Lystra Paul saw a man laying 
by the side of the road who could not walk.  Paul 
looked at him and saw he had the faith to be 
healed. 
 
 “Stand up and walk,” Paul said.  Immediately the 
man got up and walked. 
 
 The crowds gathered and started to talk in 
amazement, “It’s Zeus and Hermes, and they’ve 
come back just like the legend said!”  They sent for 
the priests to come offer sacrifices. 
 
 The priests came down playing music and 
cheering, leading cattle to offer as sacrifices.  They 
arrived and bowed low to Paul and Barnabas, “Oh 
great Zeus and Hermes, we worship you.” 
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 Paul burst out laughing, “We’re not gods, we are 
men.  Created by the One True Living God, just as 
you were, in the past God allowed you to walk as 
you wanted.  He showed Himself to you through 
creation, but now He sends word through us.” 
 
 The crowd slowly listened to Paul and Barnabas 
and their mood changed, they started to believe 
what they said.  But the priests of Zeus and Hermes 
slunk off in embarrassment. 
 
 But Jews from Iconium came and together with 
the priests of Zeus and Hermes led a mob to stone 
Paul and Barnabas.  They collapsed under the 
stones, and the mob threw them out on the trash, 
believing them dead. 
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 The believers went out to bury Paul and 
Barnabas only to discover them alive and bruised. 
 
 Paul and Barnabas led the believers back into 
the city and he preached there that night, and left 
the next day to head on to Derbe. 
 
 God led Paul and Barnabas to start returning 
and they stopped back in each of the cities where 
they’d planted a church and encouraged them to 
continue strong in their faith despite persecution. 
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 They arrived home to Antioch and told all that 
happened to the believers there.  Everyone rejoiced 
at the new believers, but this brought up a problem 
 
 “Saul,” asked another believer, “What should 
we teach the Gentiles to do?  Do they have to 
follow all of the Laws Moses set forth, or is this a 
new time with different laws?” 
 
 “That’s a great question,” Saul answered.  “I will 
go down to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and we will 
put the question to the other apostles.” 
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 Paul and Barnabas traveled to Jerusalem and 
the believers there argued for a very long time.  
Some believed all of the Laws God gave had to be 
kept, they had to become Jews and obey all of the 
dietary laws, everything. 
 
 Finally James spoke up, “I understand 
everyone’s worries, but with all God has shown us, I 
don’t think we can just say they become Jews.  God 
brought His word to the Gentiles through Philip, and 
then He gave Peter a vision saying all is permissible.  
Here are the rules they must obey:  They must stay 
true to their spouse, they must not eat food 
sacrificed to idols, and stay away from all things to 
do with idols.  These are the rules set out from long 
ago, and seem fair and right to me.” 
 
 Everyone agreed with James statement.  Paul 
and Barnabas were sent to deliver the news to all of 
the believers in Gentile churches. 
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 
1. How was it decided that Paul and Barnabas 

would be the ones going to the Gentiles? 
2. What happened when they told the Jews about 

Jesus?  How did Paul respond? 
3. What bad things happened to Paul and 

Barnabas?  Did that stop them from telling people 
about Jesus?  Is it always easy to tell people about 
Jesus? 

 
Middle Kids 
1. Read Act 13:2-3.  How did the church decide 

Paul and Barnabas should be the ones to go?  Do 
your parents fast before major decisions? 

2.  Read Acts 13:44-45.  What was the Jewish 
elders response to Paul and Barnabas when they 
came back?  Why do you think they were jealous?  
How did Paul and Barnabas respond (Acts 13:46)?   

3. Why did they leave Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium. 
And Lystra? Read Acts 13:49-51 and 14:5-7 and 
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19-22.  What was Paul and Barnabas’ response?  
Did they stop preaching because of them? 

 
Older Guys 

1.  Read Acts 13:16-41.  What did Paul use to 
convince them of the Gospel?  Would that 
approach work now?  What examples can you 
take from Paul’s plans? 

2. As Paul and Barnabas returned where did 
they go?  Read Acts 14:21-23.  What did they do 
in those places? 
 

 
Activities 
1. Look at a map of the Ancient world and follow 

where Paul and Barnabas went. 
2. Who are Zeus and Hermes?  Find out about the 

story of Baucis and Philemon, does this story 
sound at all similar to the one in Acts? 

3. Plan what you would bring on the trip.  
Remember anything you bring, you have to carry.  
Pretend to pack a suitcase. 
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Online 
1. Paul and Barnabas persevere- http://ministry-to-

children.com/lesson-paul-and-barnabas-are-

empowered-to-persevere/ 
2. Paul and Barnabas Sunday School lesson- 

http://www.liferkids.com/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07/2012-Konnect-Lesson-

14-Paul-and-Barnabas-Sent.pdf 
3.Paul’s missionary journey map- 

http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/CN217ACTSPa

ulOne.htm 
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1. In Antioch, Saul, 

Barnabas and the 
other teachers and 
preachers were 
praying for the 
church and asking 
God for guidance. 

2. God told them to 
set aside Paul and 
Barnabas for the 
work God called 
them to.  Take a 
moment and ask God 
to show you what He 
wants you to do next. 

3. Church Elder:  
Saul as you are a 
Roman citizen you 
have a Roman name 
as well as a Hebrew 
name.  I think you 
should use your 
Roman name, Paul, 
when out among the 
Gentiles. 

4.  Paul:   
Then I will be Paul in 
the Roman world. 
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5. Paul and 
Barnabas sailed to 
Cyprus.  There they 
were summoned to 
the Roman 
proconsul.  As they 
walked in a Jewish 
magician called out. 

6. Jewish magician:  
Do not trust these 
men, they are going 
to tell you some 
nonsense, and you 
must ignore it or they 
will bewitch you. 

7. Paul: 
You son of the devil, 
and enemy of God, 
would you dare to 
destroy God’s chosen 
instrument? 

8. Silence 
descended on the 
room as everyone 
watched Paul march 
forward. 
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9. Paul: 
You would speak lies 
and poison your 
proconsul’s mind 
with your filth.  
Therefore, the hand 
of the Lord is against 
you and you will be 
blind and unable to 
see. 

10.  Jewish Magician: 
What have you done 
to me?  I can’t see. 
 
{run away like you 
can’t see} 

11. The proconsul 
stood in amazement 
and listened to all 
Paul had to say.  He 
believed the teaching 
of the Lord and 
began to follow God. 

12.  Paul and 
Barnabas sailed on to 
Antioch in Pisidia.  
That Saturday they 
went to the Jewish 
synagogue, the elders 
asked if there was 
any news they had to 
share. 
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13. Paul: Men of 
Israel and those who 
fear God, we bring 
word.  God chose the 
Israelites and made 
them great in Egypt 
while slaves there.  
God led them out of 
Egypt with His strong 
arm, and then led 
them for 40 years. 

14. Paul: Finally they 
were allowed to 
conquer the land of 
Canaan.  Then he 
gave them Judges 
until Samuel the 
prophet came.  They 
begged Fod for a 
king, and God gave 
them Saul for 40 
years.   

15. Paul: Finally God 
raised up David.  God 
looked at David and 
said, “This is a man 
after my own heart.  
Of this man I will 
bring forth my Savior.  
Before the Savior 
came, God sent John.   

16. Paul: John 
baptized people in 
repentance, the 
entire time pointing 
to Jesus who would 
come.  Brothers, sons 
of Abraham, and 
those who fear God, 
this message of 
salvation has been 
sent to you. 
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17. Paul: Your 
brothers in Jerusalem 
did not recognize the 
Good News God sent.  
Each week they 
heard Jesus speak 
and their hearts were 
hardened.  They 
asked Pilate to have 
him executed. 

18. Paul: But God did 
not let Jesus stay 
dead.  God raised him 
up and he appeared 
to hundreds.  Now 
we bring you that 
Good News.  You see 
God foretold all of 
this. 

19. Paul: Even David, 
great as he was is 
now dead, and he is 
still dead.  But Jesus 
lives, and because he 
lives you can have 
your sins forgiven.  
Everyone who 
believes can have 
their sins forgiven. 

20. Paul:  Beware lest 
you become the 
warning God told 
about in Habakkuk, 
and do not see the 
Great Wonder God is 
creating. 
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21. As Paul and 
Barnabas left the 
elders begged for 
them to come back 
next week and tell 
more.  Many God-
fearers and Jews 
followed Paul and 
Barnabas out of the 
synagogue and 
continued talking. 

22. Many who 
followed believed, 
and were baptized.  
Paul urged them to 
continue to learn 
more about God and 
his grace. 
The next Saturday 
almost the entire 
town turned out to 
hear them speak. 

23. The Jewish elders 
saw this and were 
jealous of the crowds 
Paul brought in.  As 
he started to speak 
the elders whispered 
and corrected 
everything he had to 
say. 

24. Paul: We came to 
you first because God 
chose to work 
through the 
Israelites, but you 
have chosen not to 
listen.  You have 
chosen not to be 
worthy of God’s great 
gift, so we will take 
this gift to the 
Gentiles. 
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25. The gentiles loved 
what Paul said, but 
the Jewish elders 
were madder than 
ever.  They worked to 
get Paul and 
Barnabas thrown out 
of town.  Finally they 
were thrown out of 
the province. 

26. Paul and 
Barnabas traveled on 
to Iconium and again 
went to the Jews, 
and were thrown out 
of the synagogue.  
The believing Jews 
and Gentiles listened 
eagerly, but the 
unbelieving Jews 
tried to stone them. 

27. So Paul and 
Barnabas took God’s 
word to Lystra.  As 
they walked in they 
saw a man lying by 
the side of the road 
who could not walk. 

28. Paul:  Stand up 
and walk! 
 
Immediately the man 
was healed, crowds 
gathered and started 
to talk in amazement 
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29. CROWD:  It’s Zeus 
and Hermes, they’ve 
come back just like 
the legend said!” 

30. The priests of 
Zeus and Hermes 
came to offer 
sacrifices.  They 
walked up with much 
music and noise and 
bowed low to Paul 
and Barnabas. 

31. Priests:  Oh great 
Zeus and Hermes, we 
worship you. 
 
{bow low to the 
ground} 

32. Paul: 
{fall down laughing}  
We’re not gods, we 
are men.  Created by 
the One True Living 
God, just as you 
were, in the past God 
allowed you to walk 
as you wanted.  He 
showed Himself to 
you through creation, 
but now he sends us. 
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33. The crowd 
listened to Paul and 
Barnabas and their 
mood changed, they 
started to believe 
Paul and Barnabas. 
The priests slunk off 
in embarrassment. 

34. But the Jews from 
Iconium came and 
the priests plotted 
with them to get rid 
of Paul and Barnabas. 
 

35. {wad up paper 
and throw them as 
rocks at Paul and 
Barnabas}.  They 
stoned Paul and 
Barnabas and left 
them on the trash 
pile, believing them 
dead. 

36. The believers 
went to bury Paul 
and Barnabas only to 
discover them alive 
and bruised.  Paul 
and Barnabas led the 
believers back into 
the city and preached 
all night.   
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37. God led Paul and 
Barnabas to return 
home.  They stopped 
at each church they’d 
planted and 
encouraged them to 
continue strong in 
their faith despite 
persecution. 

38. Paul and 
Barnabas arrived 
home to Antioch in 
Israel and told the 
believers all that had 
happened, but this 
raised a big question. 

39. Christian:  Saul, 
what should we 
teach Gentiles to do?  
Do they have to 
follow all of the Laws 
Moses set forth, or is 
this a new time with 
different laws? 

40. So Paul and 
Barnabas went to 
Jerusalem and the 
apostles and elders 
argued for a very 
long time.  Many 
wanted the Gentiles 
to follow all of 
Moses’ laws. 
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41. Peter:  
Remember, God gave 
me a vision saying 
nothing is clean or 
unclean, all is good.  
We have been called 
to welcome in 
Gentiles as fellow 
believers. 

42. James: I 
understand 
everyone’s worries, 
but with all God has 
shown us, I don’t 
think we can just say 
they become Jews.  
God brought His 
word to the Gentiles, 
through Philip, Peter, 
and Saul. 

43. James: Here are 
the rules they must 
obey: They must stay 
true to their spouse.  
They must not eat 
food sacrificed to 
idols, and stay away 
from all things to do 
with idols.  These are 
the rules set out from 
long ago, and seem 
fair and right to me 

44. Everyone agreed 
with James 
statement.  Paul and 
Barnabas were sent 
to deliver the news to 
all of the believers in 
Gentile churches. 
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