
Jesus, Ghost or Back from the 
Dead? 

Luke 24:13-35, John 20:19-29; 
John 21:1-25 
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 Jesus had died on Friday, and no one was sure 
what would happen.  The disciples were hiding; 
afraid the Pharisees would come for them 
 
 Cleopas and his wife were walking home from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus.  As they walked a man came 
up and joined them.  He listened as they talked 
about the events of the past week and what it all 
meant. 
 
 “Who are you talking about?” the man asked. 
 
 “Are you the only person in Jerusalem who 
doesn’t know what happened?”  Cleopas asked.  
“Did you not hear about Jesus?  How he came in 
and the crowds shouted for him, and then he was 
betrayed and died on the cross?  Then two of the 
women went and his body wasn’t there.  We 
thought he might have been the Messiah come to 
save us.” 
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 The man smiled at them and then said, “How 
foolish you are, do you know what the Prophets 
said about the Messiah?” 
 
 Then the man talked through all of the Law and 
the prophets.  He started with Adam and Eve and 
the promise God gave them of the Messiah to 
come.  Continuing through Abraham and his 
promise of a child and the blessing for the nations.  
He talked of Moses and the plan for the Law.  How 
God had planned for the kings of Israel all the way 
back in the Law.  God’s plan for David, and the split 
of the kingdom. 
 
 How God used the prophets to warn Israel 
about the coming Messiah, and tell them what 
would happen to the Messiah. 
 
 
 Cleopas listened in amazement as the man 
spoke.  He spoke with great authority and 
knowledge.
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 Finally they reached Emmaus, and the man 
continued walking on for a while.  Cleopas ran and 
caught up with him, “Come, stop and eat with us.  It 
has been a long journey.” 
 
 The man nodded and came into their home.  
They prepared a simple meal and sat down to eat. 
 
 “Please, will you say the blessing for us?”  
Cleopas asked. 
 
 The man took the bread and broke it, and then 
he lifted his eyes to heaven and prayed for the food. 
 
 Suddenly Cleopas’ eyes were opened; he and his 
wife looked at each other in shock.  “It’s the Lord 
Jesus!” 
 
 As soon as Cleopas said that, Jesus disappeared, 
and they stared at each other in surprise.
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 Cleopas ran all the way back to Jerusalem and 
burst into the room where the disciples were 
staying. 
 
 “I have seen the Master!” he yelled.  “He walked 
with my wife and I all the way to our home and 
broke bread with us.  He told us all about the Law 
and the Prophets.” 
 
 The disciples answered back in an excited 
clamor, “He appeared to Peter as well, and to Mary 
and Mary Magdalene.” 
 
 After Cleopas left, they discussed all that 
happened that day.  They were amazed and as they 
spoke Jesus appeared among them. 
 
 “Peace be with you,” he declared.  They all 
stumbled back in awe as Jesus showed them his 
hands and his feet.  “As the Father has sent me, I 
am sending you.  Wait here for the Holy Spirit.”
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 As they all chattered excitedly about what 
happened, Thomas came into the room.  “Thomas,” 
John said.  “We have seen the Master.  He is alive!” 
 
 “How do you know it was not a ghost?” Thomas 
demanded.  “Until I see him with my own eyes, and 
touch his wounds with my own hands, I will not 
believe.” 
 
 For days the other disciples tried to tell him 
about what they had seen, but Thomas refused to 
believe.  A week later, they all sat in together and 
Jesus appeared among them. 
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  “Thomas,” he said.  “Come put your hand in 
mine.  Feel my wounds, feel the holes in my hands 
and feet.  Feel the opening in my side.” 
 
 Thomas fell to his knees and proclaimed, “My 
Lord and Master.” 
 
 Jesus pulled him to his feet.  “You have seen and 
believed, but blessed is the person who believes but 
does not see.”   
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 All of the disciples had seen Jesus and they 
knew he was alive, but they weren’t sure what they 
were supposed to be doing.  Finally, Peter turned to 
James and John, “Let’s go fishing.” 
 
 They headed out in their boat that night and 
fished all night long.  They caught nothing, as they 
worked it reminded them of the night they first met 
Jesus, they had caught nothing then. 
 
 As they sailed towards shore, Jesus sat there on 
the beach, but they did not recognize him.  “Throw 
your nets out to the other side,” he shouted. 
 
 They did, and just like before their nets were so 
full they could barely pull them in. 
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 Suddenly, Peter realized who it was, “It’s the 
Master!” he joyfully yelled and jumped out wading 
to shore. 
 
 Jesus cooked them breakfast and they happily 
ate fish with him talking and laughing.  But Peter did 
not join in, he remembered how he had betrayed 
Jesus and said he did not know Jesus. 
 
 As the others drifted away Jesus looked at Peter, 
“Peter, do you love me more than these others?” 
 
 Peter looked shocked, “Yes, Lord of course I do.” 
 
 “Feed my lambs Peter.  Do you love me?” 
 
 Peter quickly answered again, “Yes Lord I do.” 
 
  
 “Take care of my sheep Peter.”  
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 Jesus looked at Peter and asked a final time.  
“Do you love me?” 
 
 Peter looked hurt at being asked a third time, 
“You know everything.  You know I love you.” 
 
 Jesus nodded satisfied with the answer.  “Feed 
my sheep Peter.  When you were young you 
dressed yourself and went where you wanted, but 
when you are old someone will dress you and take 
you where you do not want to go.  Follow me.” 
 
 Peter sat back as he realized what that meant.  
He wasn’t sure if he was ready to die someday, then 
he saw John standing by the water.  “What about 
him?” 
 
 “If I want him to live forever, what’s that to 
you?” Jesus asked.  “All you must do is follow me.” 
 
 Because of that, a rumor started that John was 
going to live forever, and he did live for quite a long 
time. 
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 
1.  Did people recognize Jesus when he first 

appeared?  Why do you think they couldn’t 
recognize him? 

2. How did Thomas respond to the news?  Why do 
you think he didn’t believe?  Would you have 
believed the other disciples? 

3. Why do you think Peter was a little shy around 
Jesus?  What did he do that made him feel shy? 

 
Middle Kids 
1. Why did Cleopas and his wife did not recognize 

Jesus?  Read Luke 24:31.  Why do you think Jesus 
kept their eyes hidden? 

2. Read John 20:25.  What proof does Thomas 
want to have?  Have you ever wanted proof like 
that? 

3. Read John 21:15-17.  Why does Jesus ask Peter 
three different times if Peter loves Jesus?  How 
does Peter react?  How would you react? 
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Older Guys 
1. Read John 21:5-7 and Luke 5:1-8.  What 

similarities do you see between these two 
passages?  Do you think Peter saw the 
similarities? 

2. Read John 21:15-19.  What differences do you 
notice between each question and answer?  Why 
does Jesus give Peter this exact job? 

3. Read John 20:25-29.  How does Jesus react to 
Thomas?  What insight does this give you to Jesus’ 
thoughts on doubts? 

 
Activities 
1. Jesus explained God’s entire plan to Cleopas and 

his wife.  Put the events Jesus described in order. 
 
Online 
1. Doubting Thomas craft- 

http://auntiesbiblelessons.wordpress.com/2011/0
8/31/doubting-thomas/ 

2. Doubting Thomas craft - 
http://growingkidsingrace.blogspot.com.br/2012/
04/jesus-appears-to-his-disciples.html#more 

http://auntiesbiblelessons.wordpress.com/2011/08/31/doubting-thomas/
http://auntiesbiblelessons.wordpress.com/2011/08/31/doubting-thomas/
http://growingkidsingrace.blogspot.com.br/2012/04/jesus-appears-to-his-disciples.html#more
http://growingkidsingrace.blogspot.com.br/2012/04/jesus-appears-to-his-disciples.html#more
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3. Road to Emmaus activities and worksheets- 
http://www.calvary-kids-pages.com/Luke-
Emmaus.html 

4. Road to Emmaus game- 
http://www.catholicmom.com/2008_lesson_plan
s/road_to_em_game.pdf 

 
** As a side note, the passage does not state 
definitively who is walking with Cleopas.   
 
  

http://www.calvary-kids-pages.com/Luke-Emmaus.html
http://www.calvary-kids-pages.com/Luke-Emmaus.html
http://www.catholicmom.com/2008_lesson_plans/road_to_em_game.pdf
http://www.catholicmom.com/2008_lesson_plans/road_to_em_game.pdf
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Isaiah giving the prophecy of the 

Messiah 
Birth of Jesus 

Jesus teaching 

Abraham your descendant will 

bless the nations. 
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The Flood 

To the snake in the Garden of 

Eden: I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your 
head, and you will strike his heel 

 

Jesus dying on the cross 
David fighting Goliath 
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The story of Moses and the Exodus 
David anointed to be king by 

Samuel 


