
Solomon’s Wisdom and Folly 
1 Kings 4:1-11:43 
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 David had asked to build God’s temple, but God 
told David his son would build the temple. 
 
 When Solomon became king God prepared him 
for his job. 
 
 First God gave Solomon wisdom to build the 
temple and rule wisely.  Next, God gave Solomon 
riches to gather all that is needed.  Finally, God gave 
Israel peace, so Solomon could stay home and build 
the temple. 
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 Solomon went to Hiram of Tyre for the wood 
needed for the temple. 
 
 “I know this was your father’s greatest wish,” 
said Hiram.  “I will help you however I can.” 
 
 “I need the best wood you can send me,” 
Solomon answered, “and I will give you food for 
your court in return.” 
 
 Hiram gave Solomon all that he asked for. 
 
 Solomon drafted the people to build the temple.  
They worked long and hard. 
 
 Artisans came and carved magnificent statues to 
adorn the temple. 
 
 When it was done the temple shone in the sun.  
The splendor of the temple displayed God’s glory.
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 When it came time Solomon gathered everyone 
to bring the Ark of the Covenant in to the temple.  
So many sacrifices were offered to God that they 
lost count of them. 
 
 Solomon stepped forward and everyone fell 
silent as he started to speak, “Bless the God who 
keeps His promises.  He brought us out of Egypt, 
and spent decades living in a tent.  Then he chose 
David as the king over Israel.  My father, King David, 
wanted to build God’s temple, but God said no.  
God promised his son would build it, and I have.
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 Then Solomon prayed a blessing over God’s 
people, “O Lord, there is no one like you.  You are 
steadfast and loving.  I pray you will remember us 
when we forget and bow down to other gods.  
Forgive us when we see our sins.  When we are 
prisoners because of our sin, forgive us.  Hear our 
cries to You. 
 
 When a foreigner calls on You, hear his prayer.  
Remember us and call us back to You.” 
 
 Solomon led them in one final praise and sent 
them away.
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 That night God appeared to Solomon again. 
 
 “I AM the Lord your God.  I have heard your 
prayer, and I have made this place holy.  As for you, 
if you will do as I say, worship Me, and only Me, 
then I will establish your line forever.  But, if you 
turn from Me and worship other things, then I will 
cut you off and cast off Israel.  Others will weep at 
what happens to you.” 
 
 Time passed and Solomon forgot God’s 
promises and His warnings.
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 He built himself a wonderful palace bigger than 
the temple. 
 
 He acquired horses and servants and slaves. 
 
 Solomon collected so much wealth and built so 
many buildings the people of Jerusalem treated 
silver like pebbles on a beach. 
 
 Solomon was wise, but did not always make 
smart choices.  He wanted to make Israel bigger and 
stronger so he married many princesses to help the 
kingdom.
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 This was a problem because God had said to 
only marry other Israelites. 
 
 Solomon married over 700 women and they did 
not all worship God. 
 
 Some worshipped Baal, some worshiped 
Ashtoreth, it went on and on.  God hated all of 
those foreign gods. 
 
 But, what made it even worse was Solomon 
started worshipping those gods.  He offered 
sacrifices to them and forgot the True God. 
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 God grew angry with Solomon.  He had 
appeared to Solomon twice.  God had talked to him, 
but still Solomon forgot.  So, God came to Solomon 
again. 
 
 “You have forgotten Me and My covenant.  
Because of this I am taking Israel from you.  It will 
not happen while you are alive because I remember 
your father David, so I will leave the tribe of Judah 
with your son. 
 
 From that point on Solomon did not have peace. 
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 Israel was attacked by the Edomites.  Then 
marauders attacked Israel. 
 
 Finally, God came to a man named Jeroboam; 
one of Solomon’s trusted servants, and told him 
“You will be king over 10 tribes.”  Solomon heard 
about this and hunted Jeroboam, trying to kill him. 
 
 Jeroboam ran to Egypt and hid for the rest of 
Solomon’s reign. 
 
 Solomon tried to restore peace, but was not 
able to.
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Questions 

 
Younger Kids 
1.  How did God get Solomon ready to build the 

temple? 
2. What did Solomon ask God to do for Israel? 
3. What did Solomon do wrong? 
4. What is the result of Solomon’s sin? 
 
Middle Kids 
1.  Read 1 Kings 4:26-28 and Deuteronomy 17:16.  

What is wrong with Solomon having lots of 
horses?  At what point do you have too much 
stuff? 

2. Read 1 Kings 8:33.  Did Solomon think Israel 
would fall away?  What makes a Christian 
different?  What helps us not fall away? 

3. Why is marrying a foreigner a bad plan?  Read 1 
Kings 11:1, 4, and 7-8. 

4. Read 1 Kings 11:31-33 and 40.  Jeroboam was 
picked as King of Israel after Solomon by God.  
How was Solomon’s reaction similar to Saul’s?  
What was God’s promise to Jeroboam? 
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Older Guys 
1.  What plans did David have for Solomon?  Read 

1 Kings 5:5. What plans do you have for the next 
generation? 

2. Read 1 Kings 4:20-25.  What things allowed 
Solomon to build the temple? 

3. What is the end result Solomon hopes for when 
Israel repents?  Read 1 Kings 8:37-40. 

4. Read 1 Kings 11:1-3 and 2 Corinthians 6:14.  
What does God think about marrying unbelievers?  
What can be the consequences? 

 
Activities 
1.  Build a model of the temple out of blocks or 

Legos.  Imagine building the full size temple, how 
do you think the workers felt when they were 
building? 

2. Try to carve a statue out of soap using a butter 
knife.  Is it easy?  Imagine carving a stone statue 
for the temple. 
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Online 
1.  Solomon’s temple-

http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2012/04/t

rash-into-treasuresolomons-temple.html 
2. Solomon turns from God- http://ministry-to-

children.com/bible-lesson-solomon-turns-away-

from-the-lord/ 
3. Solomon builds the temple- 

http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2012/05/s

olomon-builds-temple.html  
4. Solomon builds the temple printable- 

http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2014/0
2/solomon-rebuilds-temple.html  

5. Solomon’s temple craft- 
http://sojournkids.com/2013/02/solomons-
temple-craft-project/  
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